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guage and habits, outwardly, and drew wool so thickly over
the eyes of authority that the village parson appointed him
his clerk and sexton, and the village magistrate gave him the
position of district constable. From behind this pallisade of
respectability he became wealthy as a fence and receiver, and
by accummulating bribes from his clients and other
offenders, yet outwardly acting the part which he had with
such diabolical shrewdness assumed. So subtle and safe were
the means which he adopted to maintain his dual role of
guardian and breaker of the law that Foxley and his con-
federates all wore masks when he appeared, as they did not
trust him to recognize them, knowing how deep was his
capacity for double dealing. The deal was speedily made,
after which they retreated to a still more secure hiding-place,
where Smith and Rashleigh were ordered to keep a look-out
while Foxley and McCoy slept.
At the upper end of the valley known as North Rocks the
face of its walls is cut by many chasms, and it was in one of
these that the outlaws went into retreat. Its entrance was
low, but within it was a commodious place from ten to
twelve feet high, and its sandstone floor was quite dry except
for a corner in which dropping water had hollowed a basin
two feet wide and eighteen inches deep, constantly filled
with clear, cold water. In the roof was a rift in the rock,
open to the sky, but so overgrown with brush that it was
practically invisible from above or below, yet sufficient light
percolated through it to light the cavern.
At night they carried the goods which Sobersides had
agreed to purchase to the river bank, and presently he came
alone in a boat and paid for them. The goods were trans-
ferred into the boat, which made off, and the three bush-
rangers stood apparently in earnest consultation, which
ended in their turning abruptly towards the river. On the
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